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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Baccalaureate 2020 
Theme    : Be Able to Do Abundantly Amidst Challenges 
Venue    : On Line Live Streaming 
Date    : August 23, 2020 
 
TITLE    : CHALLENGES WE FACE 
Text/s    :   
 
2 Tim 4:7-8 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 9:24-27 
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
2 Tim 4:7-8 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
Given this declaration of the Apostle Paul, taking his example, we see that we also face challenges in 3 
different areas: 
 

• Challenges we face in our good fight 
• Challenges we face in running and finishing our courses 
• Challenges we face in the keeping of our faith 

 
We shall then talk about these challenges as we deliver our message in this occasion. 
 
 
BODY 
 
2 Tim 4:7-8 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
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8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 9:24-27 
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 6:4-10 
4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
necessities, in distresses, 
5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 
6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the 
left, 
8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 
9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 
10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all 
things. 
KJV 
 
 
What are the challenges we face? 
 
 
1) Challenges we face in our good fight of faith. 

 
1 Tim 6:12 
12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast 
professed a good profession before many witnesses. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 10:3-5 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds;) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
KJV 
 
Eph 6:10-17 
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. 
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; 
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. 
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
KJV 
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1 Thess 5:8 
8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 1:18-19 
18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on 
thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; 
19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made 
shipwreck: 
KJV 
 
• The challenge of being able to walk in the spirit 

 
Gal 5:16-17 
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
KJV 
 
Gal 5:25 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:1-2 
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:4-13 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. 
KJV 
 
 

• The challenge of putting on our armor 
 
Eph 6:11 
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:24 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
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KJV 
 
Col 3:10-14 
10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that 
created him: 
11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 
13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even 
as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
KJV 
 
Gal 3:27 
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
KJV 
 
 

• The challenge of being able to stand 
 
Eph 6:13-17 
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand. 
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; 
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked. 
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
KJV 
 
Col 4:12 
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you 
in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:14-24 
14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support 
the weak, be patient toward all men. 
15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among 
yourselves, and to all men. 
16 Rejoice evermore. 
17 Pray without ceasing. 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
19 Quench not the Spirit. 
20 Despise not prophesyings. 
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 
KJV 
 

 
2) Challenges we face in running and finishing our courses. 

 
Heb 12:1-2 
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1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, 
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 9:24-27 
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 
 
• The challenge of laying aside the weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us 

 
Heb 12:1 
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is 
set before us, 
 

• The challenge our keeping our eyes on Jesus Christ 
 
Heb 12:2 
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
KJV 
 

• The challenge of keeping ourselves into subjection  
 
1 Cor 9:24-27 
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye 
may obtain. 
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 

 
 

3) Challenges we face in the keeping of our faith. 
 
2 Tim 1:14 
14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. 
KJV 
 
Heb 11:32-38 
32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, 
and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 
33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions, 
34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; 
that they might obtain a better resurrection: 
36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 
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37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they 
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 
38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the earth. 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in his sight. 
KJV 
 
• The challenge of keeping His word in every aspect of life 

 
John 15:3-7 
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you. 
KJV 
 

• The challenge of keeping the pleasure of God in our lives 
 
John 15:8-16 
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love. 
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full. 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have 
called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:10-12 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering 
with joyfulness; 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light: 
KJV 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
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